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& DIANE’S DIARY 


Diane Tanner 


It is good to see our FTM mem- 
bership increasing. While still just a 
nucleus, we are in the process of trying to 
set up a sub-group to discuss men’s needs 
in greater depth than we can at a regular 
meeting, very similar to the way we’ve 
had a couples group in the past. I think 
this is positive for both GGA and the area 
as a whole. 


Though I missed most of the regular 
meeting in October, I was able to pick up 
several topics we had discussed in the 
Board meeting. These were (1) nomina- 
tions for officers and board for the No- 
vember meeting; (2) Christmas Party 
planning; and (3) Postponement until 
November of the clothing exchange. 
Crystal addressed some Pride issues. Of 
particular note, the GGA took the trophy 
for Best Group in the parade. Quiet a 
feat considering our limited number of 
participants and some last minute changes 
in our float. 

On a serious note, many of us felt the 
sudden loss of Dr. Dianne Bailey. Dr. 
Bailey had worked with the GGA almost 
from its inception, and had helped many 
of us with a spectrum of issues. These 
issues ranged from couple counseling, TS 
group counseling, SRS recommendations, 
to grief, adjustment, and coping with 
friends, family, and employers. I know 
we will all miss her. As we move for- 
ward with our lives, we are planning to 
have Dr. Lynn Friedman (PHD) attend 
our next meeting. She is someone who 
may be able help us as we start looking 
toward the future. If I haven’t said this 
right, I’m doing my best. 


Serving the Gull Coast Transgender Community 


As I mentioned before, I left the Octo- 
ber meeting early to attend the LAGPAC 
fund-raiser, Community First Awards. 
This was a very nice event, which was 
recognizing LAGPAC’s 20th Anniver- 
sary. The guest of honor was Andrew 
Tobias, Treasurer of the Democratic 
National Committee. As a gay person, it 
was not unusual for him to be at such an 
event. What was different was to note 
that during his speech, he devoted sev- 
eral minutes talking about the only openly 
Transgender person to attend a national 
political convention this year (this was the 
Democratic convention). Who was this 
person? None other than Jane Fee, the 
driving force behind Its Time Minnesota’s 
efforts to include gender identity in the 
only statewide legislation protecting 
Transgender people. I think this is im- 
portant to remember when considering 
which party to vote for. 

Unfortunately I was unable to make 
Southern Comfort this year, in part due to 
the Pride Festival in New Orleans. Hope- 
fully this conflict will be resolved next 
year. I was however able to attend the 
4th International Congress on Sex & 
Gender in Philadelphia, meeting new 
friends and renewing acquaintances. 


Happy Halloween, 
DODOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
For The Record 
Crystal Little 
Hi Girlfriends! 


Well it seems as though I am actually 
going to get out another column. And J 
also made the October meeting. Will 
wonders ever cease; and I actually got to 
lead this meeting. It almost felt like old 
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times. 

The first thing 1 wish to do in this 
column is to extend my thanks and con- 
gratulations to the GGA and most espe- 
cially the people that were a part of the 
Pride parade. Can you believe that the 
GGA was able to walk away with an 
award two years in a row for their entry 
in the parade. Really great work gang. 
You’re on a roll; be sure to top this year 
with what you do for 2001. I really felt 
proud to announce from the stage of the 
GGA being a winner, and to be able to 
present the award. to Diane and the oth- 
ers 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


Page 
Diane's Diary 
For the Record 
E-Mail Listings 
Lagniappe 
Ads 
Meeting Information 
Policy Statement 
Treasurer's Report 
GGA Calendar of Events 
Karen's Korner 
From the Steno Pad 
National Events 
From the Men 
Dr Dianne Bailey 
GGA & Pride 2K 
Sister Seeks Support 
Littleton Ruling 
Hate Crimes Setback 
TG Student Wins! 
**Members Insert 


It gives me great pleasure to announce 
that Pride Fest 2000 was a smashing 
success. After all the bad hype that the 
PRIDE Board has received this year, and 
the fact that many groups, businesses, and 
some people held off support that was 
needed, the entire Board worked hard and 
pulled together and made the event work. 
Many things were written, said, and 
hinted as to the Board not doing right, but 
the entire Gay community showed their 
support and we had a event that turned 
out around 4000 plus people to show their 
sense of pride in themselves, and to have 
a great time. Of which from the com- 
ments I have received was had by all. 

I had so much fun doing this years 
event, even with all the underhanded 
things said about me from people that 
were once friends, That I will be remain- 
ing on the board for the coming year. I 
can assure you that if you felt this year 
was great, wait for next year. 


With the presidential elections coming 
up in November, I urge everyone to get 
out and vote. This is a very critical year 
as far as GLBT people are concerned. If 
you feel that we have made much head- 
way toward obtaining our legal rights, 
we can lose everything we have gained by 
your not voting. I am not to sure just 
how much J can say and not be cam- 
paigning, so I will just say that Texas 
does not hold the hope for the GLBT 
community. 

You may think that your one vote will 
not make any difference, you are wrong, 
It does make a big difference. Next 


month get-from in front.of the TV and_ 


GO VOTE! 

And also November is the time for 
elections in the GGA, you still have time 
to nominate yourself or someone else to 


the board. 
See you in November. 
Hugs! 
POOOOOOOOOOOOVOOHO 
E-MAIL LISTINGS 
(E-Mail Corrections to TiaC@juno.com) 


GGA: Info@gga.org; Presidentc@gga.org 
GGA Web Site: http//:www.gga.org 
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Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@mindspring.com 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.o rg 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 

Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 

Lee Mymick: nuttslanding@juno.com 
Chris K:: Chrise@concentric.net- 
hitp://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/IN- 
~EX.HTML 

Marie Denise Gallagher: ladym1871 
@aol.com 

Donna & Shirley O: 
pttlov@belisouth.net @aol.com 

Bobbie N. Hougland: Nicole2u@aol.c- 
om 

Donna & Shirley O: 
pttlov@bellsouth.net 

Allison Thomas: designs@fastband.com 
Noelle F: Noellextv2000@aol.com 
Jenni Beer: Jennijoyride@aol.com 
DeeDee: deedeenola@hotmail.com 
Zelda W: zeldanola@yahoo.com 

N.O. TG E-mail Club: 

http://clubs. yahoo. 
com/clubs/transgenderedneworleans 
Bryanne M.: bryanne@sister.com 

— HBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOHO 


If you wish to attend a GGA Meeting, 
please contact us at the aforementioned 
address or call us at: 

(504) 943-1999 


This month's regular meeting will be 
held November 11" in our usual location 
in the Greater New Orleans area. For 
those desiring to dress in the room, it is 
usually open by 3:30 - 4 p.m.. Board of 
Directors meeting is at 6:30 p.m. and 
General Membership Meeting at 7:30 
p.m. Meeting location information is 


included separately for members or 
guests who have been interviewed. 


OOOOOOOOHOOOOOOOO 


GGA CALENDAR-2000 


November 11” 
December 9" 


Regular Meeting 
Christmas Party 


: SGOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles sub- 
mitted are generally from our readers. 
We will publish your pet peeves; yes!, ~ 
even your positive comments if you hap- 
pen to like something are generally from 
our readers. We will publish your pet 
peeves; yes!, even your positive com- 
ments if you happen to like something 
we've done. etc. It doesn't have to be 
more than a line or two, if long enough, 
we will normally publish it as a full 
article. It can be marked ‘anonymous’, 
but we do need to know who it was 
submitted by. It can even be a 'personal' 
as long as it fits our general policy as 
outlined in the bylaws and as summa- 
rized in our outreach brochure. -ed} 


DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Dr Dianne Bailey 
Nancy B 
It is with a heavy heart that I tell you 
of the passing of Dr. Diane Bailey. She 
helped out many of us in the community 
and opened her heart and her house to us 
when needed. She provided encourage- 
ment and counsel to many who visited 
with her professionally and socially at 
our meetings. 
The board of the Gulf Gender Alliance 
(GGA) is very sensitive to the needs of 
Dr Bailey's patients. The board has 
identified three qualified counselors if 
anyone needs to speak to someone imme- 
diately. You may call the below coun 
{Continued on Page 5} 
selors to help you at this time and may 
consider them for a longer term profes- 
sional relationship. 


classic 
concepts 


Kent M. 
Richard 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 
{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 


Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 


915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
(228) 896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 
Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 

David Drive Metairie, LA 

(504) 454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


(228) 864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
1804 25™ Ave (Hwy 49) Rochelle 


AURORA 


Melanie Cuevas 
P. O. BOX 922 
(ritareno01@aol.com) 
Kosciusko, MS 39090 
(662) 289-3631 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $40/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


All Advertisers Guaranteed TG Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 


Beeper 551-3957 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Lucette Worrel 228-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 


113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


201 Gordon Crocket (318) 837-5580 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 


Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 
1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 
www.shoexpress.com 


Nails by Tina 


PROFESSIONAL, COMPLETE 


Mon-Sat: 9 a.m, to 7 p.m. 


SHOW GIRL SHOES 

Vegas Style, Spikes & Boots 
Sizes 5-17 

Cost + S&H for GGA Members 


Co 
Write: Noelle Fredericks 
P.O. Box 4572 

Biloxi, MS 395535-4572 

(228) 432-4701 (Daytime) 


a goya salon 


corrective hair specialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


lynn 225-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 
(504) 641 2960 
Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) (504) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


NS 


Serenit 
Place 


Lydia K Constantin RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 


Gulf Gender Alliance 


PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
RENAISSANCE CHAPTER. Articles and 
information contained in this newsletter 
may be reprinted by other non-profit 
transgender organizations without 
advance permission, provided a copy is 
sent to Gulf Gender Alliance within 2 
months after the material is published 
and proper credit is given to author and 
source. 

__ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author's intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material wili be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
Page should _be accompanied by an 
ASCII Nor DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 9.0 also) 

The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
approved guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA's officers. Dues 
are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 
any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board's discretion. 

Our phone is: (504) 943-1999. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA 70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 

Cissy G, Conley 

P. O. Box 5085 

Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the Thursday followin 
the second Saturday of the month. 
Otherwise, expect an additional months 
delay. 

Comments noted with -ed or {ed} are 
from the Flip Side Staff and should not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 

Our E-Mail address _ is: 
Info@GGA.org. Send news articles to 
TiaC@juno.com 


Baton Rouge Electrolysis Clinic 


Permanent Hair Removal 
for Men and Women 


CLC 


COSMETIC LASER CENTER 


Baron J. Williamson, MD 
Medical Director 
Woman’s Hospital 
Physician Tower One 
9000 Airline HWY, Ste 105 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
225.927.SKIN 


Lingerie 
Shoes 
Accessories 


Andria Heltz, Licensed Electrologist 


15366 Suite G * Old Hammond Hwy, * Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70816 
Phone; 225-272-3370 © Email; andi7100@aol.com © TG Friendly 


B. K. (Ben) Weston 
Enrolled Agent 
Tax Preparation 
& Consultation 
(504) 269-1468 


2120 25th Ave. Telephone 
Gulfport, MS 39501 (228)864-9144 


Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant The professional applic 
fear iy bars iris 
P.O. Box 5304 (713) 347-6653 Corres DRL 


Katy, TX 77491 FAX (713) 347-8747 asa seamen MS 3504 


872-0531 


LION KING SIMBA 
P.O. BOX 4572 
BILOXI, MS 39535 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


PATRICK ELECTROLYSIS CLINIC 


675-0834 
2552 Blenvile Blvd 
Ocean Springs, MS 


9244 Florida Blvd 
Baton Rouge, LA 
70815 


225.924.4531 


Sanora Huctes C.C.E. 
loser Certihed 


is, MeerThs 10 AML7 PM «= Fri 9 AM-4 PM 
00. 
1-800-278-4352 


‘Lynn Friedman, Ph.D., LPC, NCC 
4721 Loveland St, Metairie 70006 
(504) 455-6569 

(504) 914-6569 (Mobile Phone) 
(504) 572-1506 (Pager) 
friedmal@compuserve.com 


Bruce Kleski, MSW, BCSW 
740 Dante St, NOLA 
(504) 861-0083 


Terry Mayers, MEd, BCSW, Board 
Certified Social Worker 
1412 Thalia St, NOLA 
(504) 524-5973 
DOOOHOOHOOOHOHOVHOO 
For Sale 
Laura 
For sale: One pair of Amoena 
contour-teardrop Symmetrical silicone 
breast forms, cup size B, second hand but 
in excellent condition, $200, originally 
priced at $400. Contact Laura at 504 
887-8966 or Valkyra@angelfire.com 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOHOOO 
Donation to The Transgender Fund 


Sunrise200@aol.com 
9/25/00 


Dear Gulf Gender Alliance, 

Once again, want to thank you for your 
caring $25.00 donation to the Littleton 
Initiative of The Transgender Fund. As 
I've mentioned before, your organization is 
a magnificent example of what all of our 
community groups should be doing to 
further our well-being. 

We really greatly appreciate your 
wonderful gesture. 


Sincerely, 
Diane Dale, Chair 
DOOOOHOOOOOOOOOO 
Intelligence Quotient 
Lion King Simba 
pagen767@hotmail.com 


These three guys are out having a 
relaxing day of fishing. Out of the blue, 
they catch a mermaid who begs to be set 
free in return for granting each of them a 
wish. Now, one of these guys just does- 
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n't believe it and says, 'OK, if you can 
really grant wishes, then double my I.Q.' 
The mermaid says, 'Done.'Suddenly the 
guy starts reciting Shakespeare flawlessly 
- and analyzes it with extreme insight. 


The second guy is so amazed he says 
to the mermaid, ‘Triple my 1.Q.' The 
mermaid says: 'Done!' The guy starts to 
spout the solutions to mathematical prob- 
lems that have stymied chemists, 
physicists and mathematicians since the 
beginning of time. 

The last guy is so impressed that he 
says to the mermaid, ‘Quintuple my I.Q.' 
The mermaid looks at him and says, ‘I 
don't normally try to change people's 
minds when they make a wish, but I'd 
really wish you'd reconsider. ' 

The guy says, 'No way, I want you to 
quintuple my I.Q., and if you don't, I 
won't set you free.’ 

"Please,' says the mermaid, ‘You don't 
know what you're asking... it will change 
your entire view 

of the universe... won't you ask for 
something else... 10 million dollars, any- 
thing?’ No matter how hard the mermaid 
pleads, he remains steadfast. He insists 
on having his I.Q. increased five fold. 
The mermaid sighs and says, ‘Done!’ 


And he becomes a woman. 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Round Two 
Noelle Fredericks 


Well fight fans, we did it again at ‘Just 
Us’ lounge, Division Street, Biloxi on 
Wednesday night (October 18"). 

This was a re-match with my first 
opponent. We were both sporting 5" heels 
s we approached the ring. But when she 
kicked hers off before the opening bell, I 
thought ut would be wise to do the same. 

It was all-out war from the start and 
very physical, but I wasn’t caught off 
guard or picked up off the ground like the 
first time. 

When the end came she pinned me for 
the final 3-count but I got my licks in and 
held my own throughout the match. 

This time there were no broken shoes 
but I did break a nail in the first round. 

Please let Cissy know, if any of you 


are interested in competing in this un- 
usual sport or come see us fight. 

‘Til next time. . .Gorgeous Lady of 
Wrestling. 

GBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOHO 
KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 
The ladies of the GGA lost a good 
friend recently. Dr Dianne Bailey 
passed away. I didn't know her as well 
as others, but I'll always remember her 
warm, friendly smile. She was quite a 

lady. 

Pride weekend was the best yet, with 
GGA winning the prize for the Best 
Group in the parade. 

When Noelle and I arrived, Alyce, 
Janie, Sarah, Diane, Donna, Nick and 
Ben were busy decorating a red Ford 
Mustang convertible. 

Nick was our capable driver. Noelle, 
Diane, Ben and I were the riders. Jamie, 
Alyce and Donna carried the GGA ban- 
ner. 

There was a good crowd along the 
parade route and we had plenty of beads 
for them. 

Shirley, Donna's s/o was busy at our 
outreach booth, Cissy, Charolette and 
Zoe worked at the gates collecting ad- 
mission fees. 

Crystal was very busy with Pride and 
did a greay job, along with the Pride 
committee. 

We had a nice meeting. Robin and 
Jessica were voted in. The previously 
scheduled clothing sale was postponed 
until next month, as the meeting 
extended longer than expected. 

The Christmas party was discussed. 
The details are elsewhere in the newslet- 
ter. 

There is quite a bit going on in the 
political arena lately. It is starting to hit 
closer to home. 

Charlotte announced the beginning of 

her transition. We wish you well Char- 
lotte. 
A guest and prospective member at the 
meeting, Barbara, is a student from 
Loyola University doing research on 
transgenderd people. 


Noelle is participating in a variation of 
mud wrestling at the club ‘Just Us’, lo- 
cated near the comer of Division and 
Caillavet streets in Biloxi. She will be in 
a match this week and invites everyone to 
come over November 10th for a match. 
She claims it is a lot of fun and really 
enjoys it. 

After the meeting, some of us went 
across the street to our favorite restaurant 
for good seafood and conversation. 

Remember that she who laughs last 
can cause people to ask: "What took you 
so long?"! 

See everyone next time; have a good 
month. 

BDOOOOOOOOOOOHOOH 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy G. Conley 
I join Crystal in congratulating our 
members for their large participation in 
Pride Fest 2000. Other articles elsewhere 
in this issue cover this in sufficient depth 


I would like to join Shirley and others 
for their remembrance of Dr Diane 
Bailey. I had met her at one of our earli- 
est meeting so when the hounds started 
baying at my door (Joan Ann Ottland 
mentions this in the opening of her ‘Sister 
Seeks Support’ article elsewhere in this 
issue) in the early 90's, her documenta- 
tion regarding my ‘sanity’ was of immea- 
surable benefit. I will miss her as a true 
friend to our community 

We had a short board meeting as a 
result of Diane's prior commitment for a 
policitical rally/fundraiser. Was that 
Sarah James’ pretty face we saw for a few 
moments? 


Board Meeting 

1. One issue was to obtain approval for 
the flowers sent to Jenni B during her 
recent hospitalization. During a short 
‘Flower Policy’ discussion, we decided 
that we must first ascertain that it's politi- 
cally correct to send flowers. This is 
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because we do have members whose 
spouses do not know of the extent, or in 
some cases existence, of their alter egos. 
Secondly, flowers are usually for mem- 
bers who are actually hospitalized. 


2. Considerable discussion ensued regard- 
ing the Christmas Party. The problem is 
that Rosewood is on the market. Sharon 
Lefluer, told Vicki this past week that it 
would take weeks, not days, to consumate 
the sale and that we can count on having 
the party at Rosewood. . We do have a 
contingency plan, just in case, with Cow- 
poke's in the Quarter. We will be collect- 
ing the deposit of $35/per person at the 
November meeting. We are also soliciting 
donations to help cover the cost of the 
band, not included in the $35. A mini- 
mum five dollar per person donation is 
suggested. In the unlikely event we do 
have to accept aan alternate venue, appro- 
priate refunds will be meed. 

3. Nominations were taken for the No- 
vember elections. Nancy B. is the chair of 
that effort You may e-mail late nomina- 
tions to her at: GGANOLA@aol.com. 
Nominations, as of the October meeting 
were as follows: 

President: Diane Tanner 

Vice President: Crystal Little 
Sec/Treaus: Cissy Conley 

Board of Directors: Nancy B, Shirley O. 
Michelle R, Ben W, Joann D, Karen S. 
4. A motion was made with a request for 
membership approval on the November 
election ballot to increase our TG fund 
contribution from $25/month to $50/- 
month with the additional amount to be 
earmarked for Jeri Lynn Mangers. Voting 
options will be: 

a. Leave same 

b. Increase to $50 and designate additional 
$25 for Jeri Lynn 

c. Increase to $50 with additional amount 
not designated 


General Membership Meeting 

Crystal, in Diane’s absence, presided. 
Her opening remarks also concerned the 
success of Pride Fest 2000 and GGA’s 
participation in it. She also encouraged 
our members from other communities to 
become involved in their local political 
arena. 


Jessica, courtesy of Noelle’s referral, 
and Ben’s friend Robin were voted in. 
Ben and Robin are forming a TransMen 
group and an introductory article from 
them is also elsewhere in this issue. 

The remainder of the meeting was 
spent in covering the items listed above 
under the board meeting. 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOW 


NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 
in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 


advertisement or direct contact 
from the promoter. GGA accepts 

ij no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content of these items. 


Paradise In The Poconos 
King of Prussia, PA 
November 2-5 
P.O. Box 61263 
King of Prussia, PA 19406 
poco@cdspub.com 
(610) 640-9449 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
Holiday En Femme 
Los Angeles, CA 
9-12 November 
Iwade@earthlink.net 
(818) 325-9488 
OOO OOOOOOOOOOOOO 
First Event 2001 
Woburn,MA 
18-21January 
(781) 891-9325. 
Events@tcne.org 
http:///www.tcne.org 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 
From The Men 
Ben and Robin 

Announcing a new birth... 


Yes, but not the kind of birth that 
leads to that age old gender-oppressing 


question, "Is it a boy or a girl?" This new 
arrival is the first ever support and social 
group for FTMs in the New Orleans area 
(as far as we know, and believe us, we've 
tried to find another one!). We are open 
to anyone who considers themselves as 
female-born but male -identified, whether 
they are in transition or not, and we wel- 
come all those who support us or who just 
want more information, or who just want 
to hang out with the guys! 


Our first order of business was to 
create a web-page so that it would be easy 
for others in Louisiana and the Gulf south 
area to find us. The Gulf Gender Alliance 
has generously offered us web space as 
we get off the ground and learn to walk; 
be sure to come 
http://www. gga.org/ftmnola.htm. We are 
pleased to be associated with the GGA 
and anticipate a greater number of "hits" 
for being linked to a larger gender organi- 
zation. 

Our current ongoing project is to 
create a database of reviews of surgeons 
who offer FTM related procedures. The 
need for this type of information recently 
became clear as one of our members 
began to research his chest surgery. 
There already exist many lists of TS- 
-friendly doctors along with their contact 
information, but in terms of choosing a 
doctor from one of these lists, a guy 
might just as well close his eyes and 
throw a dart to pick the surgeon he should 
consult with first. It is incredible (and 
frustrating) that with the hundreds of 
FTMs who have gone down the surgery 
road before, each guy must start his re- 
search for surgery “from scratch”. It is 
our hope that our compilation of reviews 
will serve as a starting point from which 
one can pick a handful of doctors to con 
sider. If you know of an FTM who has 
had any type of TS surgical procedure 
and who is willing to share his experience 
on the internet, please refer him to the 
survey located at our website. 


Please sign our guest book when you 
visit or drop us a line at: 


ftmnola@yahoo.com 


< /ym/Compose?To= fimnola@yahoo.com&YY = 
74907&order=down&sort=date&pos=0>. 


We'd like to hear what you think about 
having new brothers! 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 7 


visit at. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOHOO 
Dr. Dianne Bailey 
September 1949 - October 2000 


Dr. Bailey was more than a daughter, 
a sister, a neighbor, a counselor, a con- 
fidant, a colleague and a fellow pet 
lover. You were also a dear friend to 
many.... 

You were and still are a very grace- 
ful, independent, hardworking, profes- 
sional woman, who also likes to have 
fun. Your untimely death has caused you 
to leave us mere mortals here on earth to 
become a guardian angel in heaven. 


I did not know you a lot on a per- 
sonal level, our relationship was more 
on the professional side. There are many 
others that may have know you a lot lon- 
ger and on a more personal level then 
myself. I would have liked to have 
known you longer and better.. 


I remember the fun everyone had at 
the Halloween Party held at your house. 
The talks at the meetings, and all of the 
advice and guidance that you have given 
me. I will very much miss the talks. 

You, Dianne Bailey ( Yes, I 
remembered 2 N's in the first name ), 
will be very much missed by all who 
knew you. But you will live on in your 
words of wisdom, and in a lot of won- 
derful memories by many people. We 
are all much better off from having you 
come into our lives no matter how brief 
it was.... Thank you for being there. 


Your grateful friend, 
Shirley M. Oiler 
OOODOOOOOOOOOOOO 


GGA and Pride 2000 


Cissy G. Conley 


New Orleans Alliance of Pride cele- 
brated it's annual celebration this past 
weekend (30 Sept-1 Oct) in Louis Arm- 
strong Park, one of New Orleans' many 
downtown oases from it's concrete and 
asphalt jungle. Since moving here from 
a much smaller venue in the Faubourg 
Marigny district (Washington Park) on 
the eastern edge of the Vieux Carre 
(French Quarter) three years ago, it has 
steadily grown. (The first year at Arm- 
strong Park doesn't really count, since 


Hurricane Georges shut it down early 
on Saturday.) 


The Gulf Gender Alliance (GGA) 
has been a larger and larger participant 
each year. The Pride Committee Co- 
Chair is past president Crystal Little. In 
her previous position as volunteer coor- 
dinator, she started encouraging GGA 
members to not only staff the GGA 
Outreach booth, but to take on other 
tasks as well. Crystal also serves on the 
board as co- chair of the fully 
transgender inclusive New Orleans 
Lesbian and Gay Community Center 
(LGCCNO). 


Current GGA president, Diane Tan- 
ner, also serves on the LGCCNO 
Board as secretary, is on the Mayor's 
Advisory Council and also works with 
the local political action groups on 
transgender issues. Long time GGA 
board member and WebMistress Nancy 
B is also active with LGCCNO as 
WebMistress, data base maintained and 
general computer whiz girl. She also is 
on the board of PFLAG. Other GGA 
members and special friends also work 
with the center as volunteers. 


The kickoff event for Pride is al- 
ways the parade. Jamie Buth and spe- 
cial friend Alyce were rumored to be 
at Quick Copy until the early morning 
hours printing signs and banners for the 
float and the members to wear. These 
stalwart veterans of past parades came 
through in heading up the decorating 
effort which went into transforming an 
ordinary red car into the eye-catching 
parade conveyance. It was Donna O 
(Shirley's other half) who held down a 
position in the parade staging area after 
the car was decorated. Then of course 
pre-parade mayhem descended with 
three drivers all who had to cancel out 
at the last minute. One of the current 
board was spotted pushing PFLAG 
Rainbow Popcicles to one hot group of 
people from all the organizations pre- 
paring floats in the staging area. 

For the second year in a row, GGA 
took one of the first place prizes in the 
parade. Last year, as you may remem- 
ber, the GGA took first prize in the 
Truck Float category. This years entry, 
a candy apple red convertible was filled 


with current and former GGA members. 
The passengers included on the back 
seated one F2M, one M2F and one real 
live DQ entertainer. The shotgun seat 
was filled by one of our senior -citizen 
sisters. The chauffeur, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, sure looked a lot 
like Nancy B in boy drag! Walking in 
the parade in front of the GGA-mobile, 
was past board member Donna O, and 
three special GGA friends and local TG 
activists, and volunteers with local orga- 
nizations to include the Hate Crimes 
Project, run by the Lesbian & Gay 
Community Center of New Orleans, the 
new vice chair of the Mayors Advisory 
council, and we even had a member 
come in from Alabama to march with us 
in the parade. 

GGA was well represented at Pride 
2000 itself with members staffing the 
GGA and adjacent ‘Sister Organizations 
booths (including PFLAG and the Les- 
bian & Gay Community Center Out- 
reach booths and the main Pride Organi- 
zation booth). The Gulf Gender Alliance 
Outreach booth was anchored by Shirley 
O who is the elected Significant Other 
on our current board of advisors. We 
couldn't have opened our booth without 
Shirley. Your author, who also serves 
as GGA secretary/treasurer and newslet- 
ter editor, was once again stationed on 
the gate to collect entry fees and help 
direct traffic. She was assisted by Char- 
lotte S, Nancy B, and special friend Zoe 
K, 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


Sister Seeks Support 


Joan Ann Ottland 


A decade ago transgender types ral- 
lied to the cause of Cissy Conley, the 
long-time secretary and Flip Side news- 
letter editor for the New Orleans based 
Gulf Gender Alliance. National-level 
supervisors had withdrawn a security 
clearance, critical to her work, upon 
discovering that she dined out cross 
-dressed during some off-duty hours. It 
was alleged that such behavior made her 
susceptible to blackmail. | Hogwash! 
Her hometown office and neighbor- 
hoods were already aware of her CD 
side, making blackmail impossible. She 
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fought back and won reinstatement of 
her clearance plus removal of all CD 
references from records. It was a costly 
struggle lasting well over a year and en- 
tailing personal lawyer expense and de- 
positions from mental health profession- 
als. Individuals and organizations help- 
ed with her legal expenses and provided 
advice and moral support. It was a vic- 
tory for all of us. 


Now we have another Gulf Coast 
case, second only to that of the Texas 
Littleton decision in importance, accord- 
ing to many TG activists. For over two 
years Jeri Lynn Mangers has been in a 
rather quiet battle to transition Male to 
Female (MtF) on the job as a GS-9 Air- 
field Management Specialist for the 
USAF at Eglin AFB in the Florida pan- 
handle. 


Born out west after WWII as Jerry 
Lee Mangers, Jerry always felt trans- 
gender inclined. But like so many of us 
s/he strove mightily to exhibit macho 
manhood, in this case by following 
Dad’s calling as a soldier. Jerry retired 
from that career with honors that in- 
cluded a Silver Star life-saving award in 
combat during three tours in Viet Nam 
(twice wounded) as a Ranger para- 
trooper/pathfinder. Outing as a CD 
while on active duty had evolved when 
emergency leave (family terminal ill- 
ness) occasioned a sudden return from 
overseas and then a humanitarian trans- 
fer. An inventory of personal property 
forwarded to the new command 
contained a letter to the its CO concern- 
ing the TG clothing and literature it in- 
cluded. A psychiatric evaluation at a 
metropolitan area was ordered, foreshad- 
owing career termination. But this vet- 
eran Sergeant intrigued the big city shri- 
nk He confirmed that s/he had brought 
along a second wardrobe and took her to 
the Officer’s club for lunch next day - - - 
and later, in evening attire, out to dinner 
and dancing. His report on this unusual 
form of stress relief was uncritical, res- 
cuing one military career by making it 
possible for Jerry to continue on active 
duty and later to intervene successfully 
in the case of a junior enlisted man 
found cross- dressed on station. 


While on the West Coast Jerry 


was founder and twice president of a 
transgender support group under the 


name of Gail Ann Windsor. She was 
using that feminine name when career 
employment reassignment brought her 
to NW Florida. There she affiliated 
with Tallahassee’s PANTRA (Panhan- 
die Transgender Alliance) in the mid 
1990s, and in late 1998 was a founder 
and became president of the fledgling 
Emerald Coast Chapter of PANTRA in 
the Pensacola/Ft. Walton Beach area. 


About two years ago Jeri’s ac- 
celerated expression of a feminine self 
at the flight line workplace (hair style, 
earrings, unisex attire) followed pre- 
sentation of a psychiatrist’s diagnosis 
of GID (Gender Identity Disorder) and 
a written intention to begin full time 
living as woman in accordance with 
Harry Benjamin standards of gender 
transition. This soon brought conflict 
with senior officer supervisory person- 
nel and a temporary suspension without 
pay. S/he filed complaints with the 
union and EEOP, becoming active as a 
union steward (and welcome in femme 
attire at that on-base office) in the pro- 
cess. The first EEOP complaint filed 
was recently decided in her favor. 
Soon afterward she was again under 
fire and threat of job loss after using 
ladies rest rooms on several occasions 
at work and at a base theater (the alter- 
native was use of a designated mid-- 
field port-a- potty). 

Last summer Jerry hired a personal 
lawyer, who was enthusiastic about 
winning relief and reimbursement. 
Since then Jerry began living full time 
in female form, except at work, and 
taking prescribed female hormones. 
Several months ago she legally changed 
her name to Jeri Lynn Mangers. 

The government’s Office of Special 
Counsel sent two investigators and a 
lawyer to probe Jeri Lynn’s case. 
They sit with Jeri Lynn, her lawyer, 
and union representatives at meetings 
with USAF officials. An OSC survey 
of workplace personnel, undertaken for 
USAF opposition to show disruptions 
there, has reportedly shown much the 
opposite, Jerry (Jeri) under any spell- 
ing has received multiple commenda- 


tions for exceptional performance and 
works well with her immediate supervi- 
sor and other personnel. Advisors and 
counselors thus foresaw reinstatement of 
lost pay, removal of negative evaluation 
comments, designation of a decent rest 
room facility, and reimbursement of 
personal lawyer expenditures as a likely 
outcome. 


Sadly, USAF representatives have 
stonewalled mediation and Jeri Lynn’s 
employment was terminated in Septem- 
ber 2000. She can fight delaying ac- 
tions, as advised by OSC and her per- 
sonal counsel, but meanwhile, family 
financial support is seriously imperiled. 
Jeri Lynn and spouse, Margaret, 
recently celebrated a 34th wedding anni- 
versary. They have two adult children, 
still not entirely self-supporting, and a 
teenage son. The family supports Jeri 
Lynn’s transition and backs her right to 
continue it. 

Oddly enough, about four and one 
half hours of testimony taken by OSC 
investigators has come from another 
civil service employee at the GS-15 
level who was reassigned to Eglin two 
years ago upon beginning her male to 
female transgender transition. In her 
case, senior personnel held meetings to 
advise that no obstructive conduct would 
be permitted in the workplace. She un- 
derwent SRS surgery last year and has 
since been asked to continue at Eglin 
AFB after her present assignment ends. 

Jeri Lynn has born up heroically un- 
der the stress of intense opposition and 
job insecurity these last two years. But 
her lawyer, though charging only a 
small fraction of his regular fees, must 
still take home something to his family. 
Lawyer indebtedness has accumulated to 
over four figures with little ability to 
pay, and many more court and paper- 
work hours of legal effort now seem 
still ahead. Her lawyer finally sug- 
gested a Legal Defense Fund. 

Jeri Lynn, who is a board member of 
NTAC, worked with it to establish a 
segment of the Transgender Fund for 
that purpose in June 2000. She has al- 
ready received significant contributions 
from the local MCC church she attends 
regularly, from friends, and from a 
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New York law professor who hopes to 
use the case as a classroom example of 
how government should NOT handle 
such a matter. Jeri Lynn’s local support 
group treasurer recently presented her 
with a gallon sized glass pickle jar, 
trimmed in lace and salted with rolls of 
change in response to a plea for what- 
ever nickels and dimes sisters can af- 
ford. The jar has been at every subse- 
quent meeting and activity, but the 
fledgling support group draws only a 
dozen members or less to an average 
gathering. The latest outside contribu- 
tion came from a leader of Coastal 
Pride, with which the Emerald Coast TG 
support group is presently coordinating 
to form a GLBT activities alliance. A 
latest ally seems to be the ACLU, which 
is now becoming active on Jeri Lynn’s 
behalf. Their expert on GLBT cases, a 
Harvard grad, recently met with Jeri 
Lynn and her lawyer to review the case 
file and make suggestions, and approve 
changes. 

Sounds like a worthy TG cause? One 
hopes so, but persevering to victory will 
be difficult if deepening debt is added to 
Jeri Lynn/és long-standing personal and 
family stresses. If you can support this 
cause your generosity would be greatly 
appreciated. Contributions can be sent 
to either of the two addresses shown be- 
low. 

A check or money order, designated 
for The Jeri Lynn Mangers Legal De- 
fense Fund may be made out to: 


The Transgender Fund 

Ms Jeri Lynn Mangers Legal Defense 
Fund 

P. O. Box 2132 

Southeastem PA 19399 

Or 

c/o Peoples National Bank of Niceville 
P.O. Box 517 

Niceville FL 32588-0517 


All contributions will be grate- 
fully acknowledged. For updates on the 
progress of this latest TG rights strug- 
gle, please visit the Emerald Coast Chap- 
ter’s Panhandle Transgender Alliance 
web site at: d 


http://www. geocities.com/eccpantra/ 


— OO —___—_—_—_—_—_—<— <_< —< _ > — > — —  —_———— een SSS nnn 


Many thanks for whatever support 
you can offer. 
POOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


How To Circumvent 


Littleton Ruling 
Phyllis and Alyson 

The following are four how-to's on 
the many ways we can, as a community 
and as individuals, circumvent the 
Littleton decision. No fussing is 
included herein. . 

The first three how-to's are easy 

enough: the fourth will take some ex- 
planation! 
1. Come out so that people will know 
who we are and be less likely to stand 
still or stand quiet as we get bashed in 
the future by the conservative legal 
gatekeepers. 

One way to do that is for transmen 
with gay men lovers and transwomen 
with lesbian lovers to come to San An- 
tonio and get legally and publicly mar- 
ried as a gay couple or as a lesbian 
couple. Keep up the media attention. 
And let us make this observation to 
you: media glare does not equal mean 
spirited and exploitive media.  Al- 
though Phyllis has had most of the me- 
dia contact, neither of us have been ill 
treated by the media. And we have 
steadfastly refused to do media which 
result in debates and arguments with 
the haters. Neither of us and none of 
our clients in this past six months have 
been ill treated by the media. 

If we as a community could give a 
steady diet of weekly trans couples or 
even groups of trans couples getting 
legal same-sex marriages in San Anto- 
nio, in Ohio and Vermont with lots of 
media attention, it would certainly 
move things along. 

2. Consider the current situation in the 
courts. One reason why we did not get 
review by the US Supreme Court is 
because they get swamped with 
requests. This means that in Most cir- 
cumstances the rulings of a trial level 
court or an appellate court will stand as 
they are and not be overruled. And if 
those lower court rulings are bad law, 
as was the Littleton ruling, then that 


same bad law will become The law. 


Currently about 30% of the federal 
court judgeships are vacant because Sen- 
ator Orin Hatch (R-Utah) and his con- 
servative legal gatekeeper friends in the 
Senate Judiciary Committee are holding 
up the confirmation of Clinton nominees 
to federal judgeships. (Yes, we know 
that some of you hate Clinton, but that 
is not the point here -- read on!) That 
means that the next President will ap- 
point to lifetime federal court positions 
almost one-third of all of those positions 
that exist. Al Gore will most likely not 
appoint folks to those federal judgeships 
that will hurt LGBT folks. Consider 
your vote for President. The next Presi- 
dent will radically effect the federal 


courts FOR THE REST OF YOUR 
LIFETIME! And don't forget, the next 
President will appoint at least 1/3 of the 
Supreme Court justices as well to life- 
time appointments. 

3. Keep pointing folks to the web site 
http://christielee.net. Every time the 
Littleton case is used as legal precedent 
against one of us, the new lawyer for 
the transgendered person now has a tre- 
mendous advantage. All of 


the legal research, medical research and 
political strategy has been done and is 
current up to this date. 

Obviously, the new lawyers will 
have to update what we have done, but 
that is far less work, less hours of fee, 
and much easier to come up to speed 
than beginning at ground zero. And the 
Littleton ruling is subject to legal attack 
by the new lawyers because it was not 
well written or supported by law. Read 
the newest law journal article, "When Is 
a Man a Man, and When Is a Woman a 
Woman?" by Prof. Julie A. Greenberg, 
Vol. 52 of the Florida Law Review, 
pages 745-768 (Sep 2000). The greater 
the frequency of our attacks on Little- 
ton, the more likely we will eventually 
overturn it. 

What most folks do not understand 
about the Littleton decision is that it is a 
published "appellate" ruling. The 
Corbett case was not an appellate ruling: 
it was a trial level case. The Ladrach 
case was not an appellate ruling: it was 
a trial level case. Many of the others 


were not appellate rulings: they were 
trial level cases. They were trial level 
cases that have been stretched, stretched 
very far, to be used against us. 


But Littleton does not need to be 
stretched, not even a little bit, because it 
is appellate level ruling. Appellate level 
Tulings are the accepted standard in the 
practice of law. They easily cross state 
and national borders. And this appellate 
level ruling, the Littleton decision, co- 
mes out of the third most populous state 
in the USA. It is available on Westlaw 
and Lexis computer legal research Sys- 
tems. It Is Already Available And Be- 
ing Considered Everywhere -- yes in 
your State, too! 

Further, the Littleton Court ignored a 
Texas statute, ignored a Texas Constitu- 
tional provision, and reached through 
and defeated the amended birth certifi- 
cate of another Texas statute. Read the 
decision and concurrence at 
http://christielee.net. Just because your 
State has a statute that you have followed 
and you think your state statute protects 
you from the effects of Littleton is no 
reason why a conservative judge in your 
State or conservative appellate court in 
your state will not use the Littleton pre- 
cedent to reach through and defeat that 
TG friendly statute in your state. Your 
state's TG friendly statute can be 
smashed in the blink of an eye by a con- 
servative judge in your state or conser- 
vative appellate court in your state who 
wishes to persecute TG folks by using 
the Littleton precedent. 

This is why we, and our legal team 
of volunteers, fought so hard to kill the 
Littleton appellate ruling before it spread 
any further. (Unfortunately, we inher- 
ited it after it had already been lost three 
times by another law form.) Now un- 
challenged, the Littleton ruling will con- 
tinue to spread like a cancer to any state 
-- Or country -- where a bureaucrat or 
insurance company or hate -fill ed fam- 
ily member or state agency wants to re- 
move your rights and privileges and can 
find a conservative judge to do it using 
the Littleton precedent. 

You are not protected by your state's 
TG friendly law. Which is also why you 
need to consider every time you vote 


down-ballot for a conservative judge in 
your local elections. You may like the 
"feel good" of considering yourself as 
being a conservative, but you do not 
want your transgendered rights to be 
considered by a conservative trial 
judge. Ask Mrs. Littleton. 


So we must keep the web site going 
and updated. The person who is doing 
that work, unfortunately for free, is a 
very generous, big-hearted, community 
serving friend named Tere Prasse at 
tere@amcinet.com. 


And now for the fourth how-to, and 
this is really a how-to. This may seem 
tedious and precise, but there are very 
good reasons which will be explained. 


4. For all post-operative transsexuals 
(FTM's especially, note the language 
of the following doctor's letter), get a 
federal passport. And if you already 
have one, either get it renewed as fol- 
lows or supplemented at the U.S. State 
Department with the following physi- 
cian's letter. 


In the Littleton case, Christie Lee 
had her genital corrective surgery over 
twenty years ago. She also had a state 
legal change of name, a state legal 
amended birth certificate and a state 
legal marriage license. The Littleton 
court voided both the amended birth 
certificate (by going through a Texas 
Statute) and then voided her heterosex- 
ual marriage certificate from another 
State (by ignoring both a Texas statute 
and a Texas Constitutional 


provision) that had used the statutory 
amended birth certificate as an under- 
pinning. 

But, the question—is—this--- can a 
State court (your state, my state, any 
State) void a federal passport that has 
been obtained (or renewed) in a fash- 
ion that avoids the reasoning in the 
Littleton ruling? Read the Littleton 
tuling carefully at http://christielee.net. 
We do not think a state court can do 
that, but we make no guarantees, war- 
ranties or promises other than your 
legal position with the federal passport 
(or renewal or as supplemented) is at 
least as strong as your current legal 
position with a state's amended birth 
certificate or the passport without the 
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following doctor's letter. 


Why is it important to use the fol- 
lowing doctor's letter (rather than the 
currently being offered surgeon's affida- 
vits or the amended birth certificate) to 
support your application (or renewal or 
supplementation) for a federal passport? 
Again, for the answer read the Littleton 
tuling and see for yourself how the 
court characterized state things as being 
"merely ministerial" and not necessarily 
in error, or about MTF transsexuals 
being without internal sex organs. Now 
read the following doctor's letter and 
compare to all of the dodges used by the 
Littleton judges. 

In a future deposition where the legal 
determination, by a state court of your 
legal sex, is the key to whether you win 
or lose, to have a federally issued pass- 
port supported by a sworn doctor's let- 
ter with the words below which Tromp 
all over the Littleton rationale, you will 
probably have a much stronger position. 
This is why we also say that if you al- 
ready have a federal passport, use the 
following letter to support a reissue or 
sent it in as a supplement. 

In Conclusion: 

If you think that Mrs. Littleton got 
screwed royally, and you want to help 
her pay her bills, then send her a dona- 
tion ($100 would be nice, more if you 
can afford it, but if you cannot afford 
much, send her a $2, $5 or $20 bill in a 
nice card for several months as you can 
afford) at 1823 West Hildebrand, San 
Antonio, TX 78201. 

If you think that the how-to #3 of 
building and maintaining the web site is 
something that will help us all in future 
lawsuits, then please pay Tere for her 
web design professional services ($100 
would be nice, more if you can afford 
it, but if you cannot afford much, send 
her a $2, $5 or $20 bill in a nice card 
for several months as you can afford). 
She can be contacted at 
tere@amcinet.com. 

If you think that the how-to #4 was 
good legal advice that you wish to use, 
or you simply appreciate what we have 
been doing for the past six months, 
please pay us for our legal thinking. 
We also have bills to pay, mouths to 
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feed and clothes, medicine and gasoline 
to purchase. ($100 each would be nice, 
more if you can afford it, but if you can- 
not afford much, send us each a $2, $5 
or $20 bill in a nice card for several 
months as you can afford.) If you want 
a tax deduction, call it legal advice or 
send it through the Transgender Fund at 
www.tgfund.com. 
But, whatever you do -- Never give up -- 
and please come OUT! 

Phyllis Randolph Frye 
5707 Firenza Street 
Houston, TX 77035-5515 
713-723-8368 


prfrye@aol.com 


Alyson Dodi Meiselman 

14400 Lake Winds Way 

North Potomac, MD 20878-4309 
301-424-9314 

famlaw@his.com 

{There was not room to include the let- 
ter Phyllis is referring to. If you want a 


copy, e-mail me at TiaC@juno.co_m, 
requesting file: /Nov00/Pfrye8. You 


may also write to: 
Cissy G. Conley 
P.O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085} 

OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOH 

Hate Crimes Bill Setback 
Penni Ashe Matz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.co m> 

National Gay and Lesbian Task Force 
Press Release 
David Elliot, Communications Director 
(delliot@ngltf.org) 
1700 Kalorama Road NW, Washington 
DC 
202-332-6483 
www.ngltf.org 

Ignored again: house-senate confer- 
ees thwart will of voters on hate crimes 
bill 
Oct. 5, 2000 - Despite strong support 
from the public and despite affirmative 
votes by both the U.S. House and U.S. 
Senate, members of a House-Senate 
conference committee late Thursday re- 
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portedly had stripped hate crimes legis- 
lation from a Department of Defense 
authorization bill. 

The action constitutes a major set- 
back for passage of a hate crimes bill. 
But a broad coalition of groups work- 
ing to end hate violence vowed to con- 
tinue fighting for the legislation until 
Congress' expected adjournment later 
this month. Polls show overwhelming 
support for hate crimes legislation 
among the U.S. public. 


"The conservative leadership that 
refused to allow this legislation to be- 
come law has sent a message of callous 
indifference to our country," said 
NGLTF Executive Director Elizabeth 
Toledo. "In less than five weeks we 
will go to the polls to elect a new 
House and a new Senate. We in the 
gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender 
community will have our own message 
to send come Election Day." 

A recent poll conducted by the firm 
Garin Hart Yang asked voters whether 
they would be more or less likely to 
support a candidate who did not sup- 
port legislation to strengthen the prose- 
cution of violent hate crimes motivated 
by prejudice against the race, religion, 
gender, disability or sexual orientation 
of the victim. A full 66 percent of re- 
spondents said they would be less 
likely to vote for such a candidate, in- 
cluding 54 percent of Republican re- 
spondents. The poll was conducted 
over a three-day period in late August 
and has a margin of error of 2.8 per- 
cent points. 

Today's action occurred despite last 
month's shooting of seven victims in a 
bar in Roanoke, Virginia, and killing 
of one man, Danny Lee Overstreet. 
And it comes despite Virginia Senator 
John Warner's pledge to reconsider his 
position on hate crimes legislation. As 
chairman of the Senate Armed Services 
Committee, Warmer was a key member 
of the House-Senate conference com- 
mittee. 

The committee's decision to oppose 
hate crimes legislation also flies in the 
face of strong support from both cham- 
bers to pass the legislation. Last sum- 
mer, the Senate voted 57-42 to add the 


legislation to the Department of Defense 
authorization bill. Although the House 
did not add the amendment to its version 
of the bill, it voted 232 to 192 for a 
non-binding resolution instructing 
House conferees to leave the legislation 
intact. 


"Not only did the conservative leader- 
ship of the House and Senate ignore the 
will of the public, it ignored the will of 
a majority of House members and sena- 
tors," Toledo said. "We look forward to 
the day when our political leaders have 
the fortitude to do what’s right for our 
country." 

The proposed hate crimes measure 
would add actual or perceived sexual 
orientation, gender and disability to fed- 
eral hate crimes laws, which currently 
include race, color, national origin and 
religion. It would also enable federal 
law enforcement officials to better en- 
force hate crimes laws and prosecute 
hate crimes. 


{Gender Advocacy Internet News (GAIN), a free 
Internet news service, brought to you courtesy of 
Gender Education and advocacy, and It's Time, 
America! Material distributed via GAIN is for 
research and educational purposes only and is not 
to be used for commercial gain. } 
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Court Rules in Favor of 
Transgender Student 
Penni Ashe Maiz 
<penn45@ma.ultranet.com> 
Jennifer L. Levi, Esq." 
<jlevi@glad.org > 


From: Gay & Lesbian Advocates & De- 
fenders < gladlaw@glad.org > 


Brockton Court Rules in Favor of 
Transgender Student 

A Massachusetts Superior Court in 
Brockton ruled yesterday that a middle 
school may not prohibit a transgender 
student from expressing her gender 
identity even if that expression does not 
conform with the sex ascribed to her at 
birth. In a case brought by Gay & Les- 
bian Advocates & Defenders ("GLAD") 
on behalf of a 15-year old student who 
was born male but has a female gender 
identity (known in court records only as 
Pat Doe), the court ruled that disciplin- 
ing a biologically male student for wear- 
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ing girls' clothing would violate her 
First Amendment right of free expres- 
sion and constitute sex discrimination. 


According to GLAD Staff Attorney 
Jennifer Levi who argued the case, "As 
the first reported decision addressing the 
rights of a transgender student to express 
her gender identity in school, it is tre- 
mendously important. We know that a 
large number of transgender students 
face serious hostility from teachers and 
administrators who lack a basic under- 
standing about gender identity. This case 
confirms that a school may not exert its 
authority over a student simply to en- 
force stereotyped ideas of how boys and 
girls should look. Nor can a school's 
discomfort with the fact that a biologi- 
cally male student has a female gender 
identity, justify enforcing a dress code in 
a discriminatory way." 

The case was brought against the 
Brockton School Department when the 
school prohibited Pat from attending 
wearing what the principal considered to 
be girls' clothing. This exclusion from 
school followed nearly two years of dis- 
ciplinary action against Pat for wearing 
girls' clothing, starting from the time 
she began to identify as transgender. The 
term transgender is used to describe peo- 
ple whose gender identity, meaning a 
person's internal, deeply felt sense of 
being either male or female, is not con- 
sistent with their anatomical sex at birth. 


Despite acknowledging that girls who 
wore the same clothes Pat did were not 
prevented from attending or otherwise 
disciplined, the school tried to justify its 
exclusion of Pat based on other students' 
discomfort. The court rejected this argu- 
inent, holding that prohibiting Pat from 
wearing girls’ clothing was akin to "the 
stifling of plaintiff's selfhood merely 
because it causes some members of the 
community discomfort." 

The court affirmed that transgender 
students need the same support and pro- 
tection for their safety that other students 
need. It further recognized that "expos- 
ing children to diversity at an early age 
serves the important social goals of in- 
creasing their ability to tolerate differ- 
ences" and teaches “respect for every- 
one's unique personal experience." 


Gay & Lesbian Advocates & De- 
fenders: 
294 Washington Street, Suite 740 
Boston, MA 02108.4608 


Telephone: 617.426.1350 
Facsimile: 617.426.3594 


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Boston, October 12, 2000 


FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Jennifer L. Levi, Esq. 
(617) 426-1350 
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